It is a sign of the times that, whereas it has been impossible in the past to bring the Turkish masses into line against the throne, because to them it represented an intangible Idol, semi-religious, semi-political, they have been awakened by their sufferings into a nation of solidarity, the underlying element of which is a ne~-born spirit of criticism in regard to the Sultan-Caliph. A. Rustem Bey de Bilinski, "The Turkish Revolution," The Nineteenth Century and After, LXIV, September, 1908, 354. 3Revue commerciale du Levant, bulletin mensuel de la chambre de commerce franeaise de Constantinople (here
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The Ottoman Empire confronted these challenges earlier than most areas.
Massive imports of machine-made European goods began in the late 1830s, undermining the Ottoman handicraft system and gradually weakening the guilds while the development of export-oriented agriculture inexorably transformed cultivator relations with the world outside the village.
The pitch of European penetration intensified in the two decades before World War I.
Railroads probed deep into the interior of Ottoman provinces and more tightly bound the expanding agrarian economy to world market needs.
The spread of European corporative enterprises in the empire, for its part, brought along an unfamiliar work day and discipline. Nr. 247, 10/31/1907, 608; Nr. 246, 9/30/1907, 393-395; and Nr. 253, 4/30/1908, 588. 10For example, Revue, Nr. 248, 11/30/1907, 197-198; Nr. 250, 1/3111908 I'49; and Stamboul, 7/15/1908. 11Levant Herald (hereafter LH), 6/24/1908, 2. For reports trom Edirne and Selanik in7the European provinces which reflect the increasing drought, suffering and pessimism, see LH, 1/13, 1; 2/17, 2-3; 4/27, 2; 5/21, 3; 6/2, 3; 6/1972 and 6/23/1908, 3.
Stamboul, 6/2; 6/4; 6/26; 7/4; 7/9/1908. LH, 4/1/1908, 1. 3LH, 5/7, 3; 5/25, 3; 5/26, 1; 5/30/1908 5/30/ , 3. Stamboul, 772/1908 responded to its own crisis in late May, 1908 by making "small" or "'notable" reductions in bread and meat prices, depending on which observer is to be believed.
In mid-June, reports of discontent, stemming from the persistent drought, began emanating from the usually rich hinterland of the port city.14 Inland, June and July rains lowered wheat prices at the railroad town of Eskisehir; in the week of the revolution, however, their levels remained double those of the previous year.
Normal wheat exporters such as this area and the Adapazar region further up the line were importing wheat for their own needs.15 Harvest reports from Konya, also on the railroad, generally had been good.
But in late June, despite recent and abundant rains, residents were said to "fear the droug>p and also famine," and the governor prohibited grain exports.-LO Elsewhere, in the central Anatolian town of Sivas, wheat prices in January, 1908, stood at 257 piasters/kile of 165 okkes, the highest level in thirty-five years.
After dropping biytwelve per cent in late February, they rebounded to new heights in the first week of June while inhabitants formed processions to mosques and churches and prayed for rain. A week later, rains did come but prices still crept upwards, to a level 24 per cent higher than in January.17
On the morning of June 23, women from neighboring villages came into the town, protested the price and quality of flour and demanded bread. By noon, some 500 townspeople joined the women at the government house, stoned the building and smashed its windows.
The crowd then ransacked the grain warehouses and confronted a military unit unwilling to open fire.
Towards evening some 60 persons with wheat in their homes were arrested and the riot apparently subsided.18
At Kayseri, the 1907 crop had been about one-third below normal.
Flour which had sold for 3-4 piasters/batman of 17 lbs. av. in mid-1907 had tripled in price by November; then, with better weather in December it declined, to 7-8 piasters. Although good rains fell in mid-May 1908, tne drought resumed and on June 12, the inhabitants were "suffering enormously . The upward spiral in the price of wheat, flour and bread severely threatened the well-being of the broad Ottoman masses for whom bread was the major item of consumption: the average Ottoman ate an impressive 2.2-3.0 lbs. av. daily.31 During the several decades preceding the crisis being related here, Istanbul wheat prices had fluctuated according to a certain pattern.
Usually, average monthly prices rose or fell moderately, within a range of T-10 per cent, with an increase during one month generally being offset by subsequent seasonal price declines. Annual price fluctuations commonly were of modest proportions.
In 1907-1908, however, the pattern was broken; the divergence began in the late Spring of 1907. As evidence of a poor crop accumulated, the average April wheat price of 38.31 paras/okke jumped to 43.00 in June. Nervousness in the market mounted and when prices reached 50.50 in September, trading temporarily ceased.
At this juncture, the government intervened with its measures to assure bread supplies.
When trading resumed, however, prices continued their upward course and, in the final three months of the year, averaged 41 per cent above the April price (with a peak of 55.40 paras/okke in November).
During the year, the average quarterly wheat price had advanced steadily from 36.77 to 40.74 in the second quarter, sing to 46.06 and, in the final quarter, to 54.19 paras/okke.
The fixed price of bread, determined after negotiations between the municipality and the bakers' guild, rose accordingly.
After the first wheat price increase, the "years old" fixed retail price of 40 paras per loaf of standard weight bread was moved up to 45 in June 1907.
In September it was allowed to increase again, to 50 paras. During the first six months of 1908, they were 35 per cent higher than the year before.
In the month of the revolution, wheat prices reached 55.00 paras! okke, their peak for the year.
The bread price moved correspondingly and on May 7, ro e to 50 paras, a level maintained until after the revolution.15
Bread prices increased much more than the quoted statistics indicate.
In this era of rising prices, Istanbul bakers felt caught in the squeeze between government efforts to keep bread prices at a minimum, and their own desire to maintain certain profit margins.
In response, some bakers produced and sold shortweight bread.
In the first five months of 1908, the municipality confiscated over 100,000 loaves which it considered underweight.
On the average, the bread weighed 30 per cent less than the officially-set standard, an additional cost borne by the Ottoman consumer.36
The quality of the bread also was declining.
Normally, when indigenous sources dwindled, In 1907, the two sources shipped 45 per cent, Market summaries in LH, 1889 -1890 , and JCCC, 1892 -1908 . 40Market reports in JCCC, 1906 -1908 .
The procedures explained in n. 32 were employed to obtain flour prices. Several indicators such as the volume of rail and sea shipments of grain during 1907 and 1908 attest to the severity of the shortages.
The Anatolian Railway after its completion in 1895 had become the major Istanbul wheat (but not flour) supplier, annually shipping up to 94 per cent of that grain received in the capital.
Annual average shipments of cereals rose from 238,000 tons during its first years of full operations, 1896-1901, to 310,000 tons between 1902 and 1906. With the 1907 crop failure, merchants in the interior drew on existing stocks and shipped 240,000 tons, down nearly one-fourth.
By the Spring of 1908, stocks were depleted and grain shipments for the year plummeted, to 93,000 tons. In 1907 and 1908, the annual value of such unsecured loans rose more than six fold.47
The available concrete evidence of unrest triggered by these grave and deteriorating economic conditions has been summarized above.
Although this documentation is relatively sparse, a reflection, perhaps, of the lack of research, contemporary reporting and/or actual passivity, it does suggest widespread provincial discontent and distress. In Istanbul, signs of unrest also are visible among the workers, a group which had been in a fairly favorable position.
In a possible 46A&P reports on the trade and commerce of Smyrna/Izmir, Samsun, and Adana/Mersin and Revue, Nr. 253, 4/30/1908 , 598. The 1907 Mersin exports, originally reported at 157,000 pounds, were revised upwards to 193,000 pounds.
The available sources suffer from several major deficiencies.
First, exports often are given under the general rubric "cereals," which include wheat, barley, maize, and oats.
Second, the export statistics most often are stated in units of monetary value and not weight or measure.
Third, we have annual price data for Istanbul but not the three ports.
Actual production figures do exist for the region as well as some provinces but not in a sufficiently continuous series. Furthermore, the sources employ terms--Anatolia, Asia Minor and Asiatic Turkey--which are not necessarily interchangeable.
And finally, the fundamental accuracy of both region-wide and provincial figures is questionable.
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YusufSaim Atasagun, Tarkiye Cumhuriyeti Ziraat Bankasi, 1888 -1939 (Istanbul, 1939 In the absence of more complete data on the wages of Ottoman urban workers, average family size, frequency of supplemental income within a family and/or second jobs for household heads, the impact of food price increases can only be approximated.
Before the 1907-1908 downturn, the average common laborer, if unimarried and supporting only himself, used 10-15 per cent of his income for his own daily bread needs.
Railroad workers at the lower end of their occupation's pay scale, as well as some printing house workers, devoted 14-19 per cent of their wages for bread.
Skilled laborers such as bricklayers and carpenters spent only 5-6 per cent.53
If we then assume that the above workers had a family with wife and two children Put more simply, all individuals, regardless of income and marital status, were paying 25 per cent more for their bread in July 1908 than 13 months earlier and few enjoyed even partially compensating wage increases. Considering other necessities such as rent and other minimum food and clothing needs, some of these statistical calculations strain credibility.
There is no indication in the materials available for research on this essay how the spending pattern of workers as a group changed in response to the extraordinary and sometimes absurd proportion of income needed just for bread.
There were presumably some consumption substitutions.
Some families had two or three breadwinners while the statistical illustrations assumed only one.
Other workers may have borrowed from relatives, from moneylenders, or obtained retail store credit. And some simply may have eaten less. The wage hikes noted above were the exception; more generally, "neither profits nor salaries have followed the upward tendency (in prices]... "54 Most wages remained fixed during the inflationary period, a reversal of what one writer has described as a rise in real wages during most of the half century before the revolution.55
Ottoman workers were less well off in July 1908 than thev had been for several decades and were confronting a sharp, sudden decline in their level of living.56
One theorist suggests that a long period of relative 54U. S. Monthly Reports, January 1908, 203.
55Charles Issawi issued a preliminary report on "Wages in Turkey, 1850 Turkey, -1914 to the "First International Congress on the Social and Economic History of Turkey, 1071-1920" held at Hacettepe University, Ankara, Jtuly 11-13, 1977 . He noted that at the turn of the century, real wages for common laborers were almost "twice as high as those of 1850" and those for "skilled laborers perhaps one and a half times as high."
Fragmentary information, however, suggests little increase in real wages after the end of the 1873-1896 price depression.
Compare, for example, the 1908 wages of common laborers in Izmir noted by Issawi with those of "day laborers" in 1896 cited in United States, Department of State, Bureau of Statistics, Special Consular Reports, "Money and Prices in Foreign Countries,"
report by Consul Madden of Smyrna/Izmir, 8t26/1896 , 209. 56Revue, Nr. 257, 8/31/1908 the outbreak of strikes after the revolution and said that to understand the workers' position several factors, including the rising cost of living and unjustifiably high prices which made it impossible to live on some of their former salaries, had to be considered.
